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CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

NEW CFOT LOGO

The California Foundation for Occupational Therapy

As part of our strategic planning process, one of the goals

(CFOT) celebrated its 32nd Annual Awards Ceremony at the

was to rebrand CFOT. We began with our logo which has

CFOT Luncheon on October 25, 2013. The luncheon was

served us well for 32 years, but we wanted a new updated

held in conjunction with the Annual Conference of the

look. The new logo takes the lead in rebranding the

Occupational Therapy Association of California (OTAC) in

foundation as it embarks on re-energizing the mission and

Sacramento, CA. The CFOT presented scholarships and

formulating strategic goals for the future. Special thanks to

traineeships to occupational therapy students, research grants

Evelyn Jaffe, MPH, OTR/L, FAOTA and Mary Johnston,

and monies for seed projects to occupational therapists, and

MA, OTR/L for spearheading the logo project and special

CFOT Awards. The awards included Service Awards, an

thanks also to Tracy Brown of ARC and Karen Polastri,

Award of Appreciation and the 2013 Humanitarian Award.

Executive Director of OTAC for facilitating our contacts

Erna Imperatore Blanche, Ph.D., OTR/L, FAOTA was the

with ARC and articulating the logo symbolism!

2013 Honored Lecturer. Her presentation was titled “Play,

The “O” shows continuous movement for forward visioning.

balance, and wellbeing: Are we having fun yet?”

The graphical “dot” indicates that this foundation is about

The CFOT also engaged in fundraising for future

people. The blue-green color represents water, movement,

scholarships and grants through a silent auction and a

money and growth. The brown color represents being

matching challenge. The CFOT introduced a new logo at the

rooted/grounded in history with the blue-green for growth

conference which is at the top of this newsletter! The logo

and forward visioning. The larger letter “F” represents what

was presented at the luncheon and at the CFOT booth in the

we are - a non-profit foundation. Each letter has a different

exhibit hall. Please see individual articles in this newsletter

face which represents the diversity of foundation interests.

about CFOT happenings at the OTAC Conference.

Thanks to the entire team!

Pictured above: Karen Polastri, Linda Florey and Pat Nagaishi.

Pictured above: Linda Florey at the unveiling of the new CFOT Logo.
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CFOT AWARDS

Dr. Blanche’s topic for the lectureship was “Play, balance,

2013 Honored Lectureship- The Honored Lectureship was

discussed a happiness indicator in international countries

established to recognize occupational therapists in the state

and the US, raised questions about recent trends in

of California who have demonstrated leadership and

childhood play and their implications for occupational

promoted ideas and visions in occupational therapy for the

therapy intervention. It was an inspiring presentation.

and well-being: Are we having fun yet?”. In her talk she

profession and to provide the occupational therapy
community with an opportunity to hear them speak at a

Humanitarian Award- The purpose of this award is to

public gathering.

honor

Dr. Erna Imperatore Blanche, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA was

humanitarian activities have demonstrated exceptional

the 2013 CFOT Honored Lecturer.

commitment to the philosophical principles of Occupational

individuals

or

groups

who,

through

their

Therapy. The CFOT was pleased to present the 2013
Humanitarian Award to Diane Mayfield, Ed.D, OTR/L for
her international efforts to improve the quality of life for
people with disabilities in Bali, Indonesia.

Pictured above: Erna Imperatore Blanche.
Dr. Blanche is currently the Director of the post-graduate
Master’s Program in Occupational Therapy and an
Associate Professor of Clinical Practice at the Division of
Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy at the

Pictured above: Diane Mayfield.

University of Southern California and she is the co-owner of

Dr. Mayfield co-founded Access Life International (ALI)

Therapy West, Inc., a therapeutic clinic for children in Los

following a vacation to Indonesia visiting her son. She

Angeles.

noticed numerous people living with disabilities whose lives

Dr. Blanche has an impressive list of accomplishments and

could be improved with the use of adaptive equipment.

is an internationally renowned practitioner, scholar,

Dr. Mayfield and her colleagues worked with the

educator

numerous

governments of the United States and Indonesia to establish

contributions to the profession’s understanding of sensory

ALI as a non-profit corporation. It was developed as an

integration and sensory processing, child and adult play,

attempt to improve the quality of life for people with

clinical reasoning, autism and developmental disabilities

disabilities throughout the developing world. ALI works

and occupational science. She has given well over 50

with a faith based team and with occupational therapists

presentations internationally and equally as many at home in

from Australia who regularly visit Bali. ALI provides tools

the United States. She is the lead or sole author of 14 book

of physical access to people with disabilities with over 1500

chapters and 18 peer reviewed journal articles. She has also

wheelchairs donated. ALI trains and employs local

given freely of her time to many organizations including the

Indonesian residents to assist people with physical

AOTA and has been honored by many organizations

disabilities.

including the AOTA, AOTF, and OTAC.

Continued on page 3

and

researcher.

She

has

made
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Humanitarian Award continued.

Heidi Pendleton, Ph.D., OTR/L, FAOTA is the co-chair of

The staff videotaped interested participants with disabilities,

the Research Advisory Committee which coordinates the

in their living environments, and sent the videos to Dr.

organization and the review process of research grant

Mayfield and her colleagues to review. The OTs assess the

applications and seed money projects.

occupational limitations demonstrated in the video, consult
with ALI staff and develop a plan which may include
building and or delivering mobility aids and providing
training on the use of the aids to individuals and caretakers.
Dr. Mayfield travels to Bali 2 weeks each year to provide
hands-on assistance with operations.
Dr. Mayfield describes herself as “an advocate for people
with disabilities who are unable to speak for themselves.”
She is also a strong advocate for occupational therapy. She

Pictured above: Heidi Pendleton

believes that occupational therapy is rich in providing

Thank you so much for your creative ideas, enthusiasm, and

assistance to individuals to live more satisfying and

hard work on behalf of the foundation!

productive lives. She urges occupational therapists to keep
their eyes open for opportunities to intervene in any

Certificate of Appreciation- The purpose of this award is

community.

to recognize an individual or agency who has demonstrated

Dr. Mayfield is currently the Academic Fieldwork

exceptional effort on behalf of the foundation. This year we

Coordinator at California State University Dominguez Hills

were pleased to give the award to the current President of

and she teaches in that program.

OTAC, Patricia Nagaishi, Ph.D., OTR/L.

Service Awards- The purpose of this award is to recognize
individuals who have demonstrated sustained commitment
on the CFOT Board of Directors for 2 years. This year we
recognized two of our members who have been active
contributors to the board for several years.
Danielle Meglio, COTA/L is co-chair of the Internal
Development

Committee

which

is

responsible

for

organizing our silent auction.
Pictured above: Patricia Nagaishi.
Pat assisted the board by facilitating the update of our
strategic plan. She spent three long sessions raising key
questions that prompted thinking in new directions. We
revised our mission, developed core values, and identified
target areas from which to develop goals. We freshened and
energized CFOT for work in the coming years. Thank you
Pat for launching CFOT in new directions and for your
Pictured above: Danielle Meglio.

continuing support of CFOT!
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FUNDRAISING EFFORTS

Fred Sammons Scholarship
Sevenju Pepper- Cal State Dominguez Hills

The CFOT did well in past fundraising efforts, and in 2013

North Coast Medical Scholarship

the foundation awarded $15,500 in scholarships, $2100 in

Caryn Roach- University of Southern California

traineeships for students, $2200 in research grants, and $750

Fred Sammons Scholarship

in seed money projects! We did well in our conference

Juliana Wall- San Jose State University

fundraising this year which included the silent auction and

Wilma West Scholarship

the matching challenges. Michele Berro, MA, OTR/L and

Loy Campbell- San Jose State University

Bonita Kraft, OTR/L matched the fundraising we generated

Jan Matsutsuyu Scholarship

through the challenge board worn throughout the exhibit

Anne Mathew- University of Southern California

hall! Thank you everyone for your generous contributions!

Mary Reilly Scholarship
Sean Sullivan- University of Southern California
Bonita Kraft Scholarship
Tsai-Yen Lin- Loma Linda University

OCCUPATIONALTHERAPY
ASSISTANT TRAINEESHIPS
Janice Matsutsuyu Traineeship
Carlyn Stech - Grossmont College

Pictured Above: Picture one- Evelyn Jaffe, Bonita Kraft and Laura

Los Angeles Consultants Group Traineeships

Weiss. Picture two- Linda Tank and Evelyn Jaffee.

ATTENTION

STUDENTS

Tanya Rowley - Sacramento City College College

AND

Paula Baranek - Santa Ana College

FACULTY

Award winners are pictured, from top to bottom, below:

The deadline for applications for both the Entry Level

Julianna Wall, Loy Campbell, Maura Dell

and Post Professional CFOT scholarships has changed.

Anne Mathew, Caryn Roach
Jaqueline Huerta, Tanya Rowley

It is now March 31st.

2013 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Janice Matsutsuyu Scholarship
Clarrisa Tu- University of Southern California
Jaffe Graduate Scholarship
Shanee Ben-Haim- Dominican University
Knox-Hirsch Scholarship
Maura Dell- San Jose State University
Ardith Breton Scholarship
Robyn Tofukuji- University of Saint Augustine
Fredlyn Berger Scholarship
Jaqueline Huerta- University of Southern California
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CFOT RESEARCH AWARDS

SPECIAL THANKS

Jessica DeBrun, MA, OTR/L

A very special thanks to Katie Gundersen, MS, OTR/L,

"Perspectives and programming to support early childhood

Bonita Kraft, OTR/L, the CFOT Conference Co-Chairs,

development for mother survivors residing at a domestic

Diana Su-Erickson, OTR/L, and Danielle Meglio, COTA/L

violence shelter".

for organizing the silent auction! Thank you to the entire

Judy Hopkins, OT/L

CFOT Board of Directors who make everything possible!

"Infant and toddler short gut feeding outcome study".

A very special thanks to OTAC for their continuing support
both philosophically and financially.
Thank you to the donors of our named scholarships, to the
reviewers of scholarship and research award applications,
and to all of you for your donations to the silent auction
and for your contributions to our fundraising efforts!!! We
couldn’t do it without all of you and most especially the
occupational therapy community.
CFOT BOARD MEMBERS
President: Linda Florey, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Vice President: Julie Shaperman, MSPH, OTR/L, FAOTA
Secretary: Sarah Kelly, OT/L

Pictured above: Judy Hopkins.

Treasurer: Susan Knox, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Bylaws & Policies: Julie Shaperman, MSPH, OTR/L, FAOTA

SEED MONEY AWARDS

Conference: Katie Gundersen, MS, OTR/L
Bonita Kraft, OTR/L

Colleen Norlander, Amy Schulkin, Lauren Granadino,

External Development: Evelyn Jaffe, MPH, OTR/L, FAOTA

Kirsten Howard, and Vanessa Rabatin - San Jose State

Mary Johnston, MA, OTR/L

University

Internal Development: Diana Su-Erickson, OTR/L
Danielle Meglio, COTA/L, MLD/COT

"The effectiveness of an occupational therapy imaginative

Nominations & Recognitions: Dottie Ecker, MA, O.T., FAOTA

play intervention in increasing playfulness in pre-school

Public Relations: Christopher Goffredo, OTD, MOT, OTR/L

aged children who are homeless".

Nicolaas van den Heever, OTD, BOT, OTR/L
Research: Heidi Pendleton, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Judi Palladino, MA, OTR/L

Gina Barnes, Melissa Husband, Tina Nguyen, and

Scholarship: Laura Weiss, MS, OTR/L

Melanie Ramos - Samuel Merritt

Winifred Schultz Krohn, PhD,OTR/L,FAOTA

"Improving variables of attention and social responsiveness

Website Development: Nicolaas van den Heever, OTD, BOT,OTR/L

in children with autism spectrum disorder pilot project".

Electronic Newsletter: Christopher Goffredo OTD, MOT, OTR/L
OTAC Liason: Guy McCormack, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA

Joseph Harrison, Daniel Pezel, Jessica Pham, and

Master Calender: Michele Berro, MA, OTR/L

Chelsea Tavill - Samuel Merritt

President Emeritus: Evelyn Jaffe, MPH, OTR/L, FAOTA

“Computer assisted remediation for older adults: the virtual

Members at Large: Susan Harris, OTR/L
Lynn Yasuda, MSEd, OTR/L, FAOTA

context: pilot study".

Elizabeth Yerxa, EdD, OTR, FAOTA

Please visit us at: WWW.CFOT.ORG
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